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UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT FOR THE 
SOUTHERN DISTRICT OF WEST VIRGINIA 
CHARLESTON 


UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 


Plaintiff, 


v. 


CIVIL ACTION NO . 3:19-cv-00371 


REAL PROPERTY SITUATED AT 
3542 NORWOOD ROAD, HUNTINGTON, 

CABELL COUNTY, WEST VIRGINIA, 
together with all improvements 
thereon and appurtenances thereto; 

$25,000 in U.S. Currency; and 

ONE 2017 CHEVROLET SILVERADO K1500 LTZ TRUCK, 


Defendants. 


VERIFIED COMPLAINT OF FORFEITURE 

Comes now the United States of America, by Christopher R. 
Arthur, Assistant United States Attorney for the Southern District 
of West Virginia, and respectfully states as follows: 

NATURE OF THE ACTION 

1. This is a civil action iri rem brought, pursuant to 18 
U.S.C. §§ 983(a) and 985, to enforce the provisions of 18 U.S.C. 
§§ 981(a) (1) (A), 982, and 984, for the forfeiture of defendant real 
and personal properties. 
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DEFENDANTS IN REM 

2. The defendant real property is situated at 3542 Norwood 
Road, in the city of Huntington, Cabell County, West Virginia, 
together with all improvements thereon and appurtenances thereto, 
and being more particularly described in that certain deed recorded 
in the Office of the Clerk of the County Commission for Cabell 
County, West Virginia, in Deed Book 1297 at pages 511-512 
(hereinafter "real property"). 

3. The defendant real property is not in the custody of the 
United States or any of its agents. 

4. The defendant $25,000 in U.S. Currency ("Currency") and 
defendant 2017 Chevrolet Silverado K1500 LTZ Truck, VIN 
3GCUKSEJ3HG136395 (hereinafter "vehicle"), are in the custody of 
the United States Marshals Service for the Southern District of 
West Virginia. 

JURISDICTION AND VENUE 

5. This Court has jurisdiction over this matter by virtue 
of 28 U.S.C. §§ 1345, 1355 and 18 U.S.C. § 981(h). 

6. Venue is proper in this district pursuant to 28 U.S.C. 
§ 1355(b) (1) because the acts or omissions giving rise to the 
forfeiture occurred in this district. 
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7. Upon the filing of this complaint, the United States will 
seek the issuance of a warrant of arrest in rem from the Clerk of 
this Court, pursuant to Rule G(3) (b) (i) , Supplemental Rules for 
Admiralty or Maritime Claims and Asset Forfeiture Actions, for the 
arrest of those assets. 

BASIS FOR FORFEITURE 

8. The defendant real property is subject to forfeiture to 
the United States as the real property was involved in one or more 
transactions or attempted transactions in violation of 18 U.S.C. 
§§ 1956 or 1957, or are traceable to property involved in such 
transactions and, therefore, is subject to forfeiture to the United 
States pursuant to 18 U.S.C. §§ 981(a)(1)(A), 982(a)(1), and 984. 

9. The defendant currency and defendant vehicle were 
voluntarily surrendered and are addressed in this complaint as 
part of an agreement to resolve any dispute relating to the 
forfeiture. 
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10. On February 21, 2018, a Grand Jury returned a Second 

Superseding Indictment (ECF No. 142; hereafter, "Indictment") 
against defendant Windel Lester, and others, charging him with the 
following offenses: 

• Mail and wire fraud conspiracy in violation of 18 U.S.C. 
§ 1349 as set forth in Count 1; 

• Arson conspiracy in violation of 18 U.S.C. § 844(m) as 
set forth in Count 2; 

• Money laundering conspiracy in violation of 18 U.S.C. § 
1956(h) as set forth in Count 3; 

• Wire and mail fraud in violation of 18 U.S.C. § 1341 and 
1343, as set forth in Counts 4-16; 

• Unlawful money transaction in violation of 18 U.S.C. § 
1957 and 2, as set forth in Count 18; 

• Unlawful money transaction in violation of 18 U.S.C. § 
1957 and 2, as set forth in Count 19; 

• Mail fraud in violation of 18 U.S.C. § 1341, as set forth 
in Counts 20-24; 

• Money Laundering to Promote Scheme in violation of 18 
U.S. C. § 1956(a)(1)(A)(i), as set forth in Count 26; 

• Arson to Commit Mail Fraud in violation of 18 U.S.C. § 
844(h)(1) and 2. as set forth in Count 27; 

• Unlawful Monetary Transaction in violation of 18 U.S.C. 
§ 1957 and 2, as set forth in Count 28; 
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• Money Laundering to Conceal in violation of 18 U.S.C. § 
1956(a)(1)(B)(i and 2), as set forth in Count 29; 

• Unlawful Monetary Transaction in violation of 18 U.S.C. 
§ 1957 and 2, as set forth in Count 31; 

• Unlawful Monetary Transaction in violation of 18 U.S.C. 
§ 1957 and 2, as set forth in Count 32; and 

• Unlawful Monetary Transaction in violation of 18 U.S.C. 
§ 1957 and 2, as set forth in Count 33; 

Second Superseding Indictment, ECF No. 142. 

11. WINDEL LESTER did as part of the conspiracy, among other 
things, the following: 

• Purchased properties containing vacant or mostly vacant 
houses; 

• Applied for and obtained insurance coverage for the 
properties with coverage limits well above the purchase 
price of the properties; 

• Participated in staging and/or setting fires to the 
houses on the various properties, in order to file false 
and fraudulent insurance claims and collect the proceeds 
derived from the claims; 

• Participated in submitting false insurance claims and 
supporting documents for various categories of losses 
that included fire damage to the burned houses and 
contents supposedly contained in them, additional living 
expenses, and post-fire clean-up costs; 

• Made false and fraudulent statements and representations 
about the cause and origin of the fires, and the amount 
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and extent of the damage caused by the fires in order to 
collect insurance proceeds; and 

• Received insurance proceeds from the false and 

fraudulent insurance claims. 

Id. 

12. The Indictment alleged Windel Lester and other 

conspirators defrauded insurance companies of more than $789,000. 
Id. The Indictment also contained a Grand Jury finding of probable 
cause for forfeiture of a money judgment in the amount of at least 
$381,008.74 against Windel Lester pursuant to Counts 1, 4-16, and 
20-24 (Wire and Mail Fraud), $384,138.00 against Windel Lester 
pursuant to Counts 3, 18, 19, 26, and 28-33, (Money Laundering); 
and the forfeiture of the property against Windel Lester for Count 
3 or 32 (Money Laundering). 

13. From August 14, 2018 through August 22, 2018, the 

District Court conducted a trial. At trial, the Government 

introduced exhibits and several prosecution witnesses testified. 
On August 22, 2018, the Jury returned verdicts of guilt (ECF No. 
317) against Windel Lester on Counts 1-3, 5, 8, 10-13, 18, 19, 21, 
26, 28, 29, 31 and 33. 
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14. During the period of December 2018 through January 2019, 
the United States and counsel for Windel Lester worked on 
finalizing an agreed order addressing the forfeiture. 

15. In early January, Windel Lester, by counsel, requested 
additional time to resolve the forfeiture pursuant to an agreement. 

16. In exchange for the United States agreeing to extend the 
deadline to resolve the forfeiture, Windel Lester surrendered the 
defendant currency and defendant vehicle on February 15, 2019. 

17. Windel Lester died on April 2, 2019. 

18. The United States and the Estate of Windel Lester desire 
to resolve the forfeiture matter by agreement. 

19. Title 18, United States Code, Section § 982(a)(4) 
provides, in pertinent part, that "the gross receipts of such an 
offense" to include "any property, real or personal, tangible or 
intangible, which is obtained, directly or indirectly, as a result 
of such offense" and, therefore, are subject to forfeiture to the 
United States pursuant to 18 U.S.C. § 981(a) (1) (C) . 

20. For the reasons outlined above, the defendant real 
property was derived from proceeds from violations of 18 U.S.C. §§ 
1956 or 1957, therefore, are subject to forfeiture to the United 
States pursuant to 18 U.S.C. §§ 981(a)(1)(A), 982(a)(1), and 984. 
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21. For the reasons outlined above, the defendant currency 
and defendant vehicle are part of an Agreement with the Estate of 
Windel Lester which will be documented in a proposed agreed order. 

22. As part of the agreement, the United States will not 
pursue any additional assets as part of its forfeiture claims. 

WHEREFORE, the United States prays that process of warrant in 
rem be issued for the arrest of the defendant real property, 
defendant currency, and defendant vehicle; that due notice be given 
to all parties to appear and show cause why the forfeiture should 
not be decreed; that judgment be entered declaring that all of the 
defendant properties be forfeited to the United States for 
disposition according to law; and that the United States be granted 
such other relief as this Court may deem just and proper, together 
with the costs and disbursements of this action. 
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Respectfully submitted, 

MICHAEL B. STUART 
United States Attorney 


By: s/Christopher R. Arthur _ 

CHRISTOPHER R. ARTHUR 
Assistant United States Attorney 
WV State Bar No. 9192 
300 Virginia Street, East 
Room 4000 

Charleston, WV 25301 
Telephone: 304-345-2200 

Fax: 304-340-7851 

E-mail: chris.arthur@usdoj.gov 
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VERIFICATION 


STATE OF WEST VIRGINIA 
COUNTY OF KANAWHA, TO-WIT: 

I, Seth A. Summers, Postal Inspector with the United States 
Postal Inspection Service, declare under penalty of perjury as 
provided by 28 U.S.C. § 1746, the following: 

That the foregoing Complaint for Forfeiture in rem is based 
upon reports and information I have gathered and which have been 
provided to me by various law enforcement personnel, and that 
everything contained therein is true and correct to the best of my 
knowledge and belief, except where stated to be upon information 
and belief, in which case I believe it to be true. 

Executed on May 9th, 2019. 



Taken, subscribed and sworn to before me this 



of 


May, 2019. 



My commission expires on 


31 f 2 oZq 
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I. (a) PLAINTIFFS 
United States of America 


situated at 3542 Norwood Road Huntington, Cabell 
County, WV; $25,000 in U.S. Currency; and 2017 Chevrolet Silverado 


K1500 LTZ Truck 


(b) County of Residence of First Listed Plaintiff 

(EXCEPTIN U.S. PLAINTIFF CASES) 


County of Residence of First Listed Defendant Cabell _ 

(IN U.S. PLAINTIFF CASES ONLY) 

NOTE: IN LAND CONDEMNATION CASES, USE THE LOCATION OF 
THE TRACT OF LAND INVOLVED. 
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Attorneys (If Known) 
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□ 110 Insurance 
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PERSONAL INJURY 
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□ 422 Appeal 28 USC 158 

□ 375 False Claims Act 
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□ 367 Health Care/ 
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Pharmaceutical 


PROPERTY RIGHTS 
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& Enforcement of Judgment 
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□ 820 Copyrights 
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□ 330 Federal Employers’ 

Product Liability 
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LABOR 

SOCIAL SECURITY 
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Act 
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□ 899 Administrative Procedure 
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□ 442 Employment 
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□ 245 Tort Product Liability 
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□ 530 General 



□ 950 Constitutionality of 
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